
Strategy for the Future 
Development of National 
and Regional Greenways 
Derek O’Neill 







4  An Roinn Iompair, Turasóireachta agus Spóirt | Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 

Ranking of Route Attributes 

Landscape/Scenery

Traffic-free cycling

Safety of cycle routes

Attractive cities/towns

Access to towns/villages

Wilderness/away from it all

Range of other things to do

Choice of route distances/terrain

Frequency/distance between facilities

Suitable accommodation available

Level of difficulty/grade

Breakdown/puncture repair facilities

Good public transport links

Bike transfers between towns

Other
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Cycling Research Findings – June 2013 
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• Strong support for investment in Greenways 
• Opposition to CPO and support of the use of State Owned lands 
• Recognition of resulting health, environmental, economic, tourism and 

community benefits 
• Potential for Rural Regeneration 
• Need for fair and transparent consultation process with communities 

and landowners 
• Recommendation for a Code of Practice to be drafted on the rights and 

entitlements of individual land owners  
• References to specific routes 

Public Consultation Main Points 
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Don’t Forget Pedestrians  
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The Norman Way 
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St Sigginstown Castle 

This tower is a wonderful 
example of the sheer building 
height that was made possible 
after the Normans introduced 
their expert stone construction 
techniques to this area 
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Tintern Abbey 

When the Norman knight William 
Marshal was caught in a dangerous 
storm as he crossed the Irish Sea, it is 
said that he fell to his knees and 
prayed, vowing to establish a religious 
house if he survived his journey. True 
to his word, after his ship landed 
safely on the nearby coast, William 
Marshal founded this Cistercian 
abbey. 
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Local Authority/State Agency No. of Applications

Cork County Council 1

Clare County Council 1

Donegal County Council 3

Fingal County Council 1

Galway County Council 2

Kerry County Council 3

Limerick City and County Council 1

Louth County Council 1

Leitrim County Council 1

Mayo County Council 1

Meath County Council 1

Sligo County Council 1

Wexford County Council 2

Wicklow County Council 1

Waterford City and County Council 1

Waterways Ireland 1

Total 22
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Thank you for your attention! 
 
Greenways@dttas.gov.ie 


