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The development of Greenways extends 
beyond the Spanish frontiers. In 1998 the 
European Greenways Association (EGWA) 
was created in Belgium and since 2009 the 
Secretariat and Executive Offices have been 
located in Madrid, at the Spanish Railways 
Foundation (FFE). Currently more than 50 
member organizations from 16 countries 
support the EGWA. www.aevv-egwa.org

Among the main promoters of the 
Greenways Programme are the Ministry for 
the Environment, the principal investor in the 
development of infrastructures, the Spanish 
Railway Foundation (FFE), responsible for 
the national coordination and promotion of 
the project, and the Railway Infrastructure 
Manager-Adif. The active involvement 
of Regions and Town Councils, as well as 
the enthusiastic contribution of cycling 
associations, ecological and cultural 
organizations, have made it possible to set 
the programme in motion and give life to 
2,200 km of Greenways.

“VÍA VERDE”® is a quality brand, restricted in 
Spain to the use of routes running over 
old railway lines. All the Spanish Greenways 
are easily identified by their distinctive logo 
and signposting. But the “Greenway” concept 
goes much further. The package also takes 
in the restoration of old stations which are 
being rehabilitated for the installation of 
related services and equipment. Nearly 100 
old railway stations have been restored as 
restaurants, cafés, accommodation, bicycle 




