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The recent past: Italian Tourism Mobility Plan 2017‐2022

The Italian Tourism Mobility Plan, approved by
theMinistry of Infrastructures and the Ministry
of Culture, provides for support for "safe and
sustainable tourism", through the development
of the network of cycle‐pedestrian routes, in
which the disused railway lines to be converted
can be framed.

The Plan, with the involvement of
local authorities, is for realization of the
National System of Tourist Cycle Routes: a total
of 6000 km to be designed and built, with
investments for over 374 million euros.

Some of these 10 cycle paths cross our disused
railway sites.
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The Italian law on cycling (No. 2/2018)

LID design by NOW Castsa

With this law a General Cycling Mobility Plan was adopted which identifies the national cycle network (integrated in
EuroVelo) and with the objective to realize:

1. overall development of no less than 20,000 kilometers;
2. integration with other infrastructure networks including existing cycling networks;
3. connection with the largest possible number of protected natural areas, areas of significant tourist interest, with

particular attention to the network of paths and trails, bridleways, tourist railways and river and lake routes;
4. priority use of existing minor roads and the grounds of disused railways;

This law contains a set of useful measures to increase the use of bicycles in Italy, both as a means of transport and for 
recreational purposes.

All municipalities where there are railway
stations, must provide for the
construction of velostations, consisting of
adequate centers for guarded storage,
technical assistance and any bicycle rental
service.
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RFI‐4‐Greenways: the reuse of the Italian disused railway lines 
RFI S.p.A. and FS S.p.A. (the Holding), are the owners of most of the
Italian disused railway lines, with 1,293 km of network.

The problem
In Italy, greenways have so far been created mainly on the initiative of
local authorities, without a national strategy to promote the reuse of
disused railways as greenways. The existing greenways present a variety
of technical solutions, signage and services are often very different from
each other, limiting the spread of the greenway identity and the benefits
for the country.
The solution
RFI was the first national organization, and the only one at the moment,
that has tried to fill this gap, replacing the competent national bodies in
the promotion of a unified vision of the issue. With the RFI‐4‐Greenways
initiative, RFI has compiled, for the first time in Italy, three volumes
containing all the disused lines of FS Group and all the different
greenways realized, thus reaching a wider audience and also local
authorities facilitating any future projects. RFI (and the holding FS) is now
the reference player at national level on the theme of the recovery of
disused railways as greenways.
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RFI‐4‐Greenways: the project
“RFI‐4‐Greenways” is the communication project implemented by Rete Ferroviaria Italiana in order to:
 promote the heritage of the disused railway lines
 spread the knowledge about this heritage
 spread the knowledge about the advantages for the communities of the conversion of disused railway lines into 

greenways.
 create interest in Local Administrations about advantages coming from developing transformation plans of local 

greenways
 encourage people to use and enjoy greenways cycling and/or walking.

These five goals are included in the current Industrial Plan of the FS Group

The main action of the communication strategy is the publication of atlases, three until now, distributed free of charge
in paper format and downloadable in digital format from the RFI and FS Group website (www.rfi.it; www.fsitaliane.it):
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RFI‐4‐Greenways: the project
The initiative was launched in 2016 with the publication of the first book, the “Atlas of Disused Railways” (182 pages), and
then presented at the “Ecomondo” fair in November 2016 and at the “General States of NewMobility” in September 2017.
In October 2017 the first edition of the “Travel Atlas along disused railways” was published (250 pages), and then presented
at the “Ecomondo” fair in November 2017 and at the “Fa’ la Cosa Giusta” fair in March 2018. The Atlas was updated and
expanded in 2019.
In December 2019 the third book, the “Atlas of Greenways on FS railways” (160 pages), was published, and then presented
at the “COSMOBIKE” fair in February 2020.
An expanded version of the third Atlas and an updated edition of the first Atlas are expected to be published by the end of
2021.

The “RFI‐4‐Greenways” Initiative has included a variety of other actions such as:

 presence of the news relating to the publication of the Atlases on the home page of the
institutional website, for a period of 1 to 3 years;

 presentation of the Atlases at local events related to sustainability and/or cycling;
 periodic publication of articles in the monthly magazine “La Freccia”, distributed free of charge on

the high‐speed trains;
 periodic publication of news on the institutional news website of FS Italiane (fsnews.it);
 periodic publication of articles in the major national newspapers as well as in large circulation

magazines and news agencies;
 partecipation in national and international conferences.
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RFI‐4‐Greenways: promoting the policy of the reuse
To promote the policy of the reuse of the lines we have participated in many big public events (Ecomondo, Fa La Cosa
Giusta, Bike Forum, etc) and also in exclusive events held by associations involved in this sector including universities,
local authorities and research institutes.
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RFI‐4‐Greenways: promoting the policy of reuse
Hundreds of articles about our Atlases were written in major national newspapers (La Repubblica, Il Corriere della Sera,
Il Messaggero, Il Sole 24 Ore) as well as in local newspapers and in weekly or monthly magazines (Oggi, Dove, Rivista
Lifgate, Rivista Intelligenza artificiale) and online sites (Ansa, La Stampa.it, QuiFinanza).
We printed over 7.300 copies of the volumes, and received millions of views on the FS site.
In this way we were able to raise awareness about the Atlases and the possibility to transform the disused lines into
greenways.
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The Atlas of disused railway lines describes the properties of the FS
Italian Group: it contains files accompanied by technical data on the
number of tunnels and bridges and buildings present, historical notes on
birth and dismissal of the lines, photos taken along the routes and
detailed maps.

The Atlas of disused railway lines (2016)

 Regional location

 History and current 
situation of the line

 Photographs of 
buildings, tunnels and 
bridges

 Data Sheet

 Railway track
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This set of assets can become a driving force for initiatives to enhance the territory, a real opportunity for our country,
for the economy and for the rich, cultural, historical, architectural and landscape heritage that unfolds along the same
lines.

The Atlas has been divided 
into 4 geographical areas

North Area

Central Area South Area 

Islands Area

The Atlas of disused railway lines
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The Atlas of disused railway lines

Although decommissioned, the Atlas lines
remain today properties of the FS Group (FS
S.p.A. and RFI S.p.A.) and as such require
adequate management which is aimed only at
their maintenance; instead, it would be ideal
to give new life to these infrastructures,
envisaging their future reuse.

This is why the Atlas is aimed in particular at
those involved in territorial policies, public
administrations, as well as those associations
that act as spokespersons for the
communities concerned.
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The Travel Atlas along disused railways (2017)
RFI, with the aim of establishing a fruitful dialogue with public administrations, has
created a new Atlas of disused lines, highlighting the peculiarities of the territories
crossed. The Atlas describes the natural beauties, the historic villages, the
archeological sites together with the already existing cycle paths, the most important
paths and greenways that relate to the disused paths.

 Regional location

 Buildings for redevelopment/for sale

 Attractions list of the area
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For the Travel Atlas, some simple pictograms have been created to indicate
archaeological sites, attractions, nature reserves, infrastructures present and
all other facilities. All this information illustrates the tourist potential of the
disused line.

The Travel Atlas along disused railways (2017)
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Unesco sites along the disused railways (2017)
The Unesco sites, which are located in the vicinity of our lines, are also reported in the Atlas.
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Atlas of Greenways on FS lines ‐ From disuse to reuse (2019)

To date local authorities have transformed approximately 475
km of lines into greenways.
Other sites have already been sold (approximately 100 km)
which will be ready in the not too distant future.
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The disused lines already transformed into cyclepaths: 475 Km

Ciclovia del Sole

Porto Palo‐Menfi

Via delle Risorgive

Pista ciclopedonale 
Maremonti

Narni Amelia‐
Nera Montoro

Percorso cicloturistico 
Colle‐Poggibonsi 

Parco lineare ciclopedonale 
Monte Ciocci‐Monte Mario Godrano‐Burgio

Parco costiero 
Riviera dei Fiori 

Percorso ciclopedonale 
Bolzano‐Brennero

Ciclovia Alpe Adria 

Pista ciclopedonale Valle d’Adige

Parco lineare 
Caltagirone‐S. Michele di Ganzaria

Castellaneta‐Palagianello 

Via Verde della Costa dei 
Trabocchi 

Castel del Piano‐Capanne Bagnaia

Pista ciclopedonale 
Treviso‐Ostiglia 

Pista ciclopedonale 
Paesaggi Sanniti 

Pista ciclopedonale 
Rossana Maiorca

Ciclabile delle Valli di Tures 
e Aurina 

Pista ciclopedonale 
Giordano Cottur

Sentiero del Trenino della 
Val Gardena 
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From disused railways to greenways: the advantages

 Regular and modest slope, ideal for soft mobility
 Interconnection with other public transport services

 Availability of infrastructure with only one owner

 Opportunities for routes physically separated from the 
road network

 Possibility of traveller service buildings along the 
route

 Appreciation of the historical and environmental 
heritage connected to the route

 Development of local economies
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Fonte immagiini:www.veneto.eu

With a few steps the regeneration process  gives new life to disused paths

1. Railroad track Treviso‐Ostiglia

2. Elimination of sleepers, rails and rail fastenings

3. Ballast crushing

4. Track ready for use

Greenways projects: transformation operations
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In the final part of this Atlas there are some disused lines which should be transformed into greenways, because:

 They are ideal as an extension of existing greenways

 They intersect with other soft mobility itineraries

 They are located in close proximity to important natural 

and cultural heritage sites (Unesco sites)

Atlas of Greenways on FS lines ‐ From disuse to reuse (2019)
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An example: the Via Verde della Costa dei Trabocchi

Location: Abruzzo, between Pescara and Foggia
Lenght: 43 Km ca.
Manager: Provincial authorities of Chieti

The entire route (75% is on the former railway site and the remainder is 
on rural roads), is set in a beautiful landscape, mainly along the sea.
Its construction required an investment of about € 8 million and involved 
the reuse of all bridges and tunnels present along the disused railway 
section.

from Ortona to Vasto



21

The coast is not homogeneous and therefore the users 
can find both sandy beaches, and high, rocky stretches. 
The path winds through valleys and hills ending at the sea 
and also passes through a variety of towns of historical 
and tourist interest.

The inauguration of the Via Verde ‐ Costa dei Trabocchi is underway
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The inauguration of the Via Verde ‐ Costa dei Trabocchi is underway

To date …..

9 municipalities involved

The Via Verde Costa dei Trabocchi is for "slow" cyclists who want to enjoy the landscape. It is a path that runs along 
pine forests, beaches, protected areas including the Trabocchi, that are old piers built by fishermen 
where “fishing machine” are located ; the piers now are often reused as restaurants on the sea.

16 «trabocchi» to visit42 km in total
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Future Prospects

RFI is working to realize urban
cycle paths which connect train
stations to universities and we
hope the Recovery Fund could
facilitate other projects.

We are currently working,
together with other
organizations, on a national
soft mobility atlas which will
include all the soft mobility
infrastructure all over Italy

Working together with
other bodies to obtain a
greater number of
transformations of disused
lines into greenways.
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Thank you for your attention !


